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The Center of Hope, Inc. is a homelessness prevention program

and 100% of your contribution is used in direct service to the poor. A Quarterly Newsletter

ow does one maintain hope We have seen the assistance we provideso how does one maintain hope durir
during these uncertain times?increase from $50,000 per month to ovehese uncertain times? The answer is r
Times when good families are$72,000 per month. How will we contin-easy. The answer is often beyond one’
facing loss of jobs, an increasing incideneeto provide for the ever increasing needntrol or ability to resolve by themselve
and severity of illness, and the many otHer our services? How will we continue  Scripture tells us that we cannot truly

causes for which they are facing ' have hope without faith or
the reality of being homeless \/ George Dinkel, Executive Director charity. Scripture also tells us
and not being able to provide to rejoice in our trials for
for their young children? Where \ ~ then the Lord is most close
will they go? Who will help to us. Perhaps during this
them? time when our hope is really
We have seen the lines of O challenged, when we feel it i
families with eviction notices in II: S weak or non-existent, faith
front of our office continuing to and charity can become
grow. It is not uncommon to see central in our lives.
as many as 20-to-30 people O Our hope can only survive
lined up out in front of the of- O if faith and charity are strong.
fice, all in desperate need to jus Undoubtedly this is a time
be able to stay in their homes. of great trial, but this is also
The effect of the economy is : a time for us to realize how
truly taking its toll on the poor familiesto pay our operating costs necessary talose our Lord is to us and how He work
in our community. provide these services? in our lives.

The downturn of the economy has had | see family after family who are suf- God truly dwells in our hearts and call
a double effect on our organization asfering in so many ways. Loss of jobs, us to perform the works of faith and
well. The decline in the stock market hakecreased hours, pay cuts, severe illneggarity that will bring hope to the many
created a significant burden for us as th&kéthout hope for the future, these addi-families struggling to hope in our
are no earnings from our endowment tional pressures often become expressesimmunity. In this newsletter, we have
fund to pay our operating and salary cositsforms of depression, domestic violengasovided some glimpses of those in ou

At the same time, the downturn in thesubstance abuse, uncontrolled anger, rutemmunity working together to bring
economy has resulted in a significant ning away from the commitment of thehope to these families.

number of lay-offs in our family. May God'’s blessings and peace be w
community which has you all!!!

caused a huge increase

in the need for These children are some of the 2,876

assistance. children helped through COH

assistance to their families.
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COH Annual Dinner A Success

provided by Fred Simon was just
perfect to start the evening
festivities.

Anita Cochran kept things
entertaining as our master of
ceremonies and Fr. Bernie Gorges
the area, the COH dinner was a most was inspiring as our guest auctioneer.
enjoyable evening held at the Newman We also sincerely appreciate Bishop
University Dugan Library and Conference Michael Jackels for his warm remarks and
Center. most generous humility in serving coffee to

The event was elegant but at the same tiorepatrons.
very sociable and entertaining. The foodf you missed the Center of Hope dinner
which was catered by the Great Westénis year, please plan on attending in the
Dining Service, was superb and the wtare. It is quite fun!

We are very thankful for all
those responsible for the success
of the COH annual dinner which
netted over $30,000 this year. In
spite of tornado warnings and
severe thunderstorms developing in

*A is a 32-year-old mother with
(wo children. Her 3-year-old
daughter was born missing one
kidney and has several related
medical problems. Her condition
has required numerous trips to
Kansas City Children’s Hospital for
Following is a look at some of the issues that bring clients  treatment. The family’s sole source
to the doors of Center of Hope. Imagine how you would ~ of income is her x-husband’s child
support of $268 per month, which
she has not received since February
*A is a 32-year-old mother who lives with hiéf rent is only $265 per month, and her
8 children. She was laid off from her job ifnother and brother, who live out-of-state, offer
May and only has Social Security disabili§s much support as possible although they a
income for one of her children to support ¥y poor also. She would move to be with
entire family. It is not nearly sufficient to m&em, but her daughter would then not receive

her monthly obligations and she will needth life-saving medical care she needs. Her
find work soon. husband recently received a large insurance

] _ settlement and does not work.
*S, a 31-year-old mother of one, lives with her

mother. S has suffered from severe migraihe2 37-year-old woman, lives with her husban

headaches since November and has been #\¢&ychildren. The couple adopted two of he

to take time off work without pay becauseSHiter's children when she could not care for
this condition. them due to her drug addictions. P’s husband

income was cut by 10% and then his hours we
*T is 44-years-old and living with her teencut by almost 30% creating a serious income
daughter. T has missed a lot of work due éportage for the family. P was working but hac
medical issues. She has returned to WOfkt(bquit because of a hysterectomy. A tumor wa
due to doctor’s restrictions, she is shuffled fefently discovered on her thyroid and she is
department to department and only workiRgping it is not cancerous.

15 hours per week. This does not producgc is a 17-year-old expecting her first child.

enough income to meet monthly EXPENSERt six months into her pregnancy, she is

*S, a 29-year-old mother of an infant son,Huspitalized and will probably have a prematur
a heart condition that will most likely requbsgth due to the complications she is suffering
surgery in the near future. She will soon @ currently lives with her sister and they hav
having procedures to determine the extemi@fncome other than her sister’s unemploymer
the problem and if surgery is necessary. income of only $400 per month.

cope were you in some of the situations of our clients.






