
Because you are our guests, there is no charge for attending.
However, to help us plan for enough refreshments we do need to
have your reservation. Simply send your name and the number
in your party to:

Center of Hope, Inc.
Homelessness Prevention
Program began July 27, 1983,
but was known at that time

as St. Anthony House. Bishop
Eugene Gerber was installed as

Bishop of the Diocese of Wichita
in the Spring of 1983, and soon thereafter

asked the Provincial Council of my religious order, the Sisters
Adorers of the Blood of Christ (Sr. Tarcisia Roths was
Provincial then and serves on the COH Board of Directors
now) for some Sisters who might establish themselves in
“inner city Wichita” to search out the needs of the people
and respond as best they were able.
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The Center of Hope, Inc. is a homelessness prevention program

and 100% of your contribution is used in direct service to the poor.

This year, there will be no benefit dinner in the fall.
Because COH is receiving some funding from the United
Way (for which we are very appreciative), fund-raising
events are not permitted from August through November.
Therefore, help make our 25th anniversary a wonderful
celebration…of you, our donors, who have made this life-
altering work possible for so many families.

A program starts at 5:30 p.m. with special guest, Bishop
Michael O. Jackels.

There’ll be a great appetizer buffet with a wine bar and
non-alcoholic beverages. It’ll be a causal event, so
comfortable, summertime clothing is appropriate.

Center of Hope, 400 N. Emporia, Wichita KS 67202-2514

You’re Invited to
 the Celebration…

Mark Your Calendar!

One exquisite
item will be awarded
at a raffle during the
celebrat ion -  a
$1,700 gold necklace
with a diamond and jewel slide!

Raffle tickets are $25 each or 5 for $100. You may
purchase raffle tickets in advance of the party at the Center
of Hope office, 400 N. Emporia, or at the door on July
20th. You don’t have to be present to win, so if you cannot
join us you still have an opportunity to participate in the
raffle. For more information, please call 267-3999.

This raffle takes the place of our annual auction and
raffle drawing. You may purchase your raffle tickets with
cash, check or MasterCard or VISA credit cards.

continued on page 3

It was a very open-ended project. The Sisters were sent
with “open hands, open hearts and open home.” Sr. Ida
Knecht, Sr. Josephine Fetsch and Sr. Stella Rosenhamer were
sent to this new mission.

They were welcomed heartily by the Franciscan priests
and by the Parish Council of St. Anthony Parish on North
Ohio. A six bedroom-one bath house, which was the former

DUGAN-GORGES CONFERENCE CENTER • NEWMAN UNIVERSITY CAMPUS

Sunday, July 20th
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

We hope to see you at the
25th Anniversary Celebration!

PAST
By Sister Stella Rosenhamer, ASC,
Foundress of Center of Hope, Inc.

Celebrating 25 Years of Service

RAFFLE
25th Anniversary

Founders Sister Stella Rosenhamer, left, with Sisters Ida Knecht and Josephine Fetsch, right.



A special acknowledge-
ment and thank you goes
out to the Center of Hope
volunteer tax preparation
staff that prepared 662 tax
returns this year obtaining
refunds totaling $527,040.

In addition to the re-
funds, these low-income
families did not have to pay
tax preparation fees, which often range from $100 to
$200 per return, which would amount to $99,300.

Because these families filed tax returns, they are also
eligible for the one-time cash economic stimulus payment,
which will help these families a great deal.

Jimmie Dale, Neil Daugherty, Ronnie Floerchinger,
Anthony Hain, Judy Lambert and Ralph Weigandt did
an outstanding job this tax season.  It truly was a chal-
lenging but also a fun time.

We have many wonderful stories of working with these
families, such as the expectant mother who went into
labor while waiting to have her return completed but
wanted to finish it before she went to the hospital.

We pray for a special blessing from St. Matthew, the
tax collector, for these preparers, willing to share their
professional talents to help those who cannot afford these
services.
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S, a 23-year-old mom with two children. She
lost her temp job and now her only source of
income is SRS TAF assistance of $403 per
month, which barely covers her monthly rent
of $400. She owes $1,377 on her gas bill and
her car uses $200 per month in fuel. She recently
discovered she is pregnant, despite taking birth
control pills and she is afraid the drug may have
harmed the baby.  Her friend wants her to place
the baby for adoption because she doesn’t know
how she can afford to provide for the baby, but
she is determined to keep the child.

J, a 29-year-old mom with two children, could
not pay her March rent because she missed a
week of work due to her plant being shut down
and she also missed additional work after having
heart surgery to repair a damaged valve.

J, a 50-year-old man, lost his aircraft job last
June.  His unemployment ended in January. He
has filed for disability but currently has no income
and owes $1,270 in rent, $2,000 on credit cards
and cannot afford the $400 per month for the
11 prescriptions drugs he needs.

A, a 21-year-old with two small children.
She is trying to pull her life together by attending
college and just started a part time job. She can
expect no help from her family. Her mother
doesn’t know who her father was, her stepfather
is in prison and her mother has taken up with
a new boyfriend.

J, a 47-year-old single man was just released
from the hospital with a diagnosis of lung cancer.
 His only income is $196 SRS cash assistance,
but should be eligible for SS disability in 60 days.

N, a 33-year-old mom with four children lost
her job when she missed too much work because
her 2-year-old was hospitalized. The child’s father
was supposed to stay with the child at the hospital
but didn’t show up, so she was needed at the
hospital. Until she finds new work, she is receiv-
ing SRS cash assistance, which is less than her
$550 per month rent.

S, a 22-year-old mom with two children lost
her job in January after being hospitalized with
a problem pregnancy. She lost the baby and has
no income. Her rent is $350 per month and she
is two months in arrears.

J and R, a homeless couple recently moved to
Wichita. J is 46 and R is 60. The couple took
shelter under a bridge where other men were
doing drugs. J has a job but since they are home-
less, he is afraid to leave his wife alone when he
goes to work.

D, a 35-year-old mom with four children, was
beaten by her husband, who took all of the
family’s money and deserted her. In addition to
a mortgage payment, she owes over $200 on her
electric bill and over $700 on her gas bill. She
has to pay child care of $400 per month so she
can work.

Please Pray for:

HONORARIUMS

Mary Jean Linnebur

Bishop Eugene Gerber
25th Anniversary

Robert & Mary Waddill

MEMORIALS

Pat Bujarski
Valerie Maneely

Doris Jaax
Pete Carney

Marcella Miller
Janice Kirsch

Bruce Zuercher
Ellen Girrens
Ray Flesher

SPECIAL OCCASION
AND

MEMORIAL TRIBUTES

F A M I L I E S  W E  H A V E  S E R V E D



provided all the money needed to buy
the food and supplies given away to cli-
ents. The funds to pay the bills for the
families came from private donations and
grants.

Preventing homelessness was not a
popular idea with many grantors, espe-
cially governmental, but the Sisters
succeeded in proving our cause was mak-
ing a difference.

No shelters had to be added for several
years and those in the “field” attributed
this to “the Sisters’ program.” Many pre-
sentations to groups – civic, religious,
governmental, etc. – were made and more
grant opportunities became available from
whom the Sisters received considerable
support. Some donors from those first
days continue to be regular, often month-
ly, supporters of the program.

In 1994, upon recommendation of the
Advisory Board of St. Anthony House
the name of the program was changed to
Center of Hope since we were no longer
a shelter or a “house” as our name had
implied. In August 1994, the ministry
moved to 400 North Emporia where
space was rented for our outreach
program. It was right in the heart of the
city, which was frequented by many of
the homeless and poor people. Center of
Hope incorporated in September 2000,
with a Board of Directors.

convent of the Sisters of St. Joseph who
taught at the now-closed parish school,
was made available to them. The house
had been vacant for 18 years. It was lo-
cated just east of the parish church at
251 North Indiana. This was the place
chosen to begin our mission.

Obviously, much transpired during
this time as people saw what we Sisters
were doing and became interested and
wanted to help in any possible way. The
most urgent unmet need was supplement-
ing the ministry of the one food bank in
town. Donations began to pour in before
the Sisters ever asked anyone or had a
newsletter or a brochure.

The Sisters purchased tons of food,
picked up produce from the stores every
evening, welcomed all the garden produce
families were bringing to the house in
addition to raising vegetables in the gar-
den the Sisters had planted. Thousands
of families were served by this means.

Within a short time, the need to house
homeless women and children became
evident since there was no place for them
to go except to the YWCA Crisis Center
and this was only for those suffering do-
mestic violence. We prepared the
bedrooms to accommodate them and thus
three of the Sisters and some 12-20 wom-
en and children at a time lived with peace
and joy and love in those crowded quar-
ters.

The goal was to
show love and respect
to the women, teaching
them skills they lacked,
helping them get the
necessary education,
job preparation and
medical care needed in
order for them to be-
come self-supporting.

In 1987, Sister Ida
became very ill and had
to leave the ministry.
Sisters Josephine and
Ste l la  cont inued .
While we loved what

was happening in the lives of the families
with us, the Sisters were concerned as to
the reasons, which brought them to St.
Anthony House. There was only the one
crisis center then, no place for any other
homeless women, no Gerard House for
pregnant girls. Eventually more shelters
and homes for women experiencing un-
expected pregnancies were established.

It appeared that desertion by a spouse
for lack of money to keep his family together
or simple lack of adequate income or of
affordable housing were the major causes
women were coming to St. Anthony House
with their children.

So…we Sisters prayed ourselves into
trying to prevent homelessness by seeking
money to help families pay their rent,
utilities, etc., thereby keeping the family
intact in their own homes. Thus, in late
1987, we Sisters launched the program
that has now grown extensively.

By 1990, because of major surgery for
both Sisters Josephine and Stella,
Catholic Charities took over the shelter
aspect of our work so we Sisters could
devote full time to the outreach program
of homelessness prevention.

From the outset of the ministry, the
Wichita Province of the Adorers paid all
the living expenses of the Sisters plus

Bishop Gerber
requests ASC work
with “inner city
needs” Sr Tarcisia
Roths Provincial
of ASC

Sr Ida Knecht,
Sr Josephine Fetsch
and
Sr Stella Rosenhamer
Assigned

St. Anthony Parish and Franciscan Priests
give building on North Indiana to Sisters

Advisory BOD Appointed

St Anthony House opens - 6 bedrooms,
1 bathroom

Food Pantry started

Sr. Ida beomes ill -
leaves program

After prayer, homeless
prevention started

Due to Illness of Sr
Josephine and Sr Stella,
St Anthony House given
to Catholic Charities

April 1983 July 1983 1987 1990

Past continued from page 1
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Sr Jeannine
joins COH staff

Name Changed to
“Center of Hope.”
Moved to
400 N. Emporia

COH Incorporates

Board of Directors
Appointed

Sr. Becky joins
COH - starts case
management

George Dinkel appointed
Executive Director

Sr Stella retires

COH becomes VITA site
- free tax returns

COH Advocacy
Group Formed

Case Mgmt
Services
Expanded

25th Anniversary

The Center of Hope continues with the same
basic fundamental premises, which earmark the
past 25 years of service to the community. We
serve those who come to our door with much
compassion and love and work towards solutions
to prevent homelessness.

Operating costs, administrative costs and all
salaries are paid for with earnings from a pooled
endowment fund so that 100% of the donations
we receive are used for direct payment of rent,
utilities and other emergency needs. Case
management services are provided for those with
critical care needs who will most likely be homeless
without a higher level of care.

We were awarded a United Way grant beginning
in 2008 totaling $261,000 which is being paid on
a monthly basis and allows us to help more families
with a higher level of assistance to ensure their
success.

1993 1994 2000 2001 2003 2007 2008

Present
By George Dinkel, Executive Director
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We currently are at a pivotal point in our
organization. Our funding has increased to
the point where we are approaching maximum
capacity based on our current staffing. The
need for our service continues as there were
over 4,300 evictions in Wichita this past year,
over 14,000 households have earnings less
than $700 per month, and the number of
households living in poverty increased by
10.5% from 2004 to 2006.

The Center of Hope has budgeted to provide
over $600,000 in assistance to over 2,000
families for this next calendar year. We
currently are focused on increasing our capacity
through the creative use of volunteers and
through grant requests specifically directed to
meet staffing needs. We are also excited with
the progress we have made in case management
and advocacy.



The future of the Center of Hope is, I believe,
really quite bright. Our organization has weathered
many turbulent times this past 25 years, which
include illness of the Sisters, economic recessions
and inflationary periods, major plant layoffs and
catastrophic times. But throughout all these trials,
God has blessed the Center of Hope with special
graces, which continue to bring so many donors who
faithfully share their resources with those in need
in our community. The Center of Hope is a tool, a
direct link between the poor in our community in
need of assistance and those who, through love in

Future
By George Dinkel, Executive Director



their hearts, are seeking to help those in need
and want to share a little of the many blessings
they have received with others. This truly is
the Gospel message.

Without doubt, the future times look cloudy
with the pending economic crisis, global
warming, rising gas prices which result in rising
prices for food, housing and the necessities of
life. But also, without doubt, I believe the
outlook at the Center of Hope is especially
bright as I see God’s love working through so
many good people in our community who are
willing to help others through our little
corporation, the Center of Hope.

We know there will be an increasing need
for our services. We have continued on the
straight mark set at the beginning of our
ministry. With plans for increased capacity,
through continued prayer and the continued
generosity of you and all those inspired by
God in a special way, we believe we will have
the necessary resources to truly make a
difference in the lives of those who come to
our door for help.



These past nine months of our fiscal
year, the Center of Hope prevented
1,461 families (23% increase over
prior year) from having to experience
homelessness.  Included in those fam-
ilies were 1,871 children.  $393,828
was dispersed for rent, $57,191 for
utilities and $12,023 for other emer-
gency needs.

On average, $317 was spent per
family. In addition to the financial
assistance paid to landlords and utility
companies, families were given food

Editor, George Dinkel
Coordinator, Mary Jobe-Waddill

CENTER OF HOPE, INC.
MISSION STATEMENT

Offering hope for tomorrow through
assistance today

Celebrating 25 years of service to
the Wichita community

The Center of Hope listens to the cries
of the poor with compassion and love, and
without judgment, seeing all who present
themselves as Children of God. A loving
presence to those in need and advocates for
the powerless, we offer hope to families,
regardless of race, ethnicity, religion or
gender, as they deal with life’s daily
challenges. We help them with emergency
financial support for rent and utilities,
provide case management toward resolutions
of on-going difficulties, and assure the
dignity and self-respect of each individual.

VISION STATEMENT

CENTER OF HOPE, INC.

“Life is a gift that God gives to the universe and to humanity.” Acts of the Adorers’ 18th General Assembly

400 North Emporia
Wichita KS  67202-2514
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Center of Hope, Inc.

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant’s search for

fine pearls. When he found one really valuable pearl he

put up for sale all that he had and bought it.

and other personal care products from
our storeroom, provided budgeting
assistance and counseled for special
needs.

Many thanks go out to all the par-
ishes, businesses and individuals who
brought canned and boxed food, paper
products and personal and home
cleaning products.  Most recently, St.
Cecilia Parish, Kathy White, Jim and
Lois Daniels have blessed us with 95
bags of food and supplies.


