Vol. 23, Issue 3

400 N. EMPORIA

WICHITA, KS 67202-2514

TEL

(316) 267-3999

FAX

Fall 2018

(316) 267-7778

The Center of Hope, Inc. is a homelessness prevention program
and 100% of your contribution is used in direct service to the poor.

By George Dinkel
Many things that come to us in life
are simply beyond our control. Do
you ever have the feeling that your
life is just out of control? Many of
the people we serve at the Center of
Hope have lives that are totally out
of control. Often this is a result of
their own choices but sometimes it
is due to the acts of others, and sometimes it is from things beyond
anyone’s control. When we are in
difficulties as a result of our own
choices, these are things we have the
ability to change, such as changing
our spending habits by not buying
cigarettes or shutting off our cable
service or reducing or eliminating
our cell phone service. At times, we
are suffering difficulties due to the
action of others. We may not realize
what effects our actions have on other’s lives, but they truly can have a
significant life changing impact.
Today we helped a grandmother
to get her Westar service started that
had been turned off as she was unable
to pay her bill. Her grandson is now
living with her as he can no longer
live with his mother due to abuse
issues. She has been working for the
past eight years at a local retail store
but lost her job when she was unable
to make it to work as she had problems with her daycare provider. Due
to the actions of her daughter, she
lost her job and is in danger of being
on the streets and trying to care for
her young grandchild. Hopefully she
can find a new job, but this may not
be easy due to her age. Truly the

actions of her daughter have had a
significant life changing impact on
her life.
Another severely disabled lady we
were working with is currently living
in an assisted living facility. She pays
her rent at the facility from her

“The love of Christ
controls us”
(2 Corin 5:14)

monthly Social Security check.
Apparently her daughter was over to
visit her at the facility last week and
stole the money off the card so she
was not able to pay rent this month
and is in danger of being evicted. Due
to the actions of her daughter she
was nearly on the street and having
to stay in a shelter which could be

life threatening for her.
A third lady we assisted this week
was also in danger of being evicted
from her home. She has been unable
to work after being shot by her boyfriend in a domestic violence
situation. She may have lost some of
the use of her right arm as a result of
the shooting. She still has a job but
has not been able to return to work.
The actions of her boyfriend may
have a lasting effect on her if she does
not regain full use of her arm.
I am sure that all of us experience
times where our lives also seem out
of control. Times when it seems like
no one can really help or even understand what we are feeling. How can
we endure these things that we cannot control? It is not easy but one
thing for certain is that God is always
in control. We just have to be patient
and focus on His love for us which
He plainly showed us on the cross.
He took on the cross for me personally and no matter what happens in
my life, whatever I have done, His
continued on page 2
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love for me is still there and it is sufficient
for me. There is nothing else I need. As St.
Ignatius says in the Sucipe prayer, “I surrender all to You…give me only Your love
and Your grace, with these I will be rich
enough and will desire nothing more.
Amen”.
Many years ago I came across this little
saying which can be said almost as a mantra
when things seem out of control: “Let go
and let God.”

A client’s
daughter
drew this
wonderful
portrait.

Adriana plays with a client’s
child.

*Shontae successfully completed the case
management program. In the last newsletter, she
had passed her LPN licensure exam and since that
time, she secured gainful employment at Catholic
Care. A big worry for Shontae is having her little
niece in state custody. Now that she has sustainable
income, she can pursue adoption.
*Wyonne is an active participant in
the case management program. She
recently secured employment as a CNA
and plans to complete her high school
diploma in the near future.
*Christal, a case management
participant, is currently enrolled in
Butler Community College and is
beginning her RN Program.

Client’s child helps mom with
her Community Service.

*The women participating in the traffic incentive
program have been very busy over the summer
months. They have provided a total of 346
service hours during June and July.

If the economy is doing so well,
why do people still need help?
Although it is true the economy is
doing well, the stock market is up
and the employment rate is low, but
we still see the number of people
coming for assistance increasing.
There are approximately 69,000
people (17.8%) in Wichita living in
poverty. This past year the Center of
Hope assisted 9,837, which is only
14% of those living in poverty. Most
of the households we see are at 30%
of the HUD Poverty levels, which for

a family of three would be only
$1,483 per month. The individuals
living in these households typically
do not have stock investments and if
employed, are only earning the minimum wage of $7.25 per hour. So
even if the economy is doing well and
the unemployment rates are low,
there still is a very large population
base in Wichita that sees no changes
in their income or ability to pay bills.
Our service of homeless prevention
is critical to this population base.

Child helps mom explain what
she is learning to Sr Becky.
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The families we see every day are not
benefiting from an expanding economy.
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“Life is a gift that God gives to the universe and to humanity.” Acts of the Adorers’ 18th General Assembly

CENTER OF HOPE, INC.
MISSION STATEMENT
The Center of Hope listens to the cries
of the poor with compassion and love,
and without judgment, seeing all who
present themselves as Children of God.
A loving presence to those in need and
advocates for the powerless, we offer
hope to families, regardless of race,
ethnicity, religion or gender, as they
deal with life’s daily challenges. We help
them with emergency financial support
for rent and utilities, provide case
management toward resolutions of ongoing difficulties, and assure the dignity
and self-respect of each individual.

VISION STATEMENT
Offering hope for tomorrow
through assistance today

CENTER OF HOPE, INC.
Celebrating 35 years of service to
the Wichita community
Editor, George Dinkel
Coordinator, Mary Jobe-Waddill

For the past 12 months, the Center of
Hope prevented 3,958 families from having to experience homelessness. Included
in those families were 9,837 persons.
$1,426,381 was dispersed for rent, utilities,
and emergency needs. Utility assistance
for Project Deserve of $368,680 was provided for 2,284 households. In addition
to the financial assistance paid to landlords
and utility companies, families were given
food, bicycles and other personal care
products from our storeroom, provided
budgeting assistance, and counseled for
special needs.
Many thanks go out to all the parishes,
business, and individuals who brought
blankets, canned and boxed food, paper
products, and personal and home cleaning
products. Most recently Judy Dusek &
Via Christi St. Frances Nurses, Kyle Jacobs,
Landlord Association Greater Wichita,
St. Cecilia Parish, St. Francis of Assisi
Parish, Mary Santiago, and an anonymous
donor blessed us with 115 bags of food and
supplies in the past three months.

